Running head: EXPLAINING SUCCLSS IN ACADEMIC PREPARATION PROGRAMS 2

Abstract

Operating within universities and colleges, academic preparation programs in Israel (APPs)
allow students in their twenties a second chance to pass their matriculation examinations, a
requirement for acceptance by academic institutions, This research aims at explaining the
success of students who have succeeded in passing matriculation examinations who have failed
in the past. For this purpose we interviewed 28 such students. The findings suggest four
different factors that have impacted these students: 1) The changes that occurred in the students
themselves; 2) The teachers’ support; 3) The support provided by the learning environment; 4)
the students' recognition of the opportunity they reccived in the APP compared with their high

school studies.
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